Waikato River Challenge: Sunday, 9th November  2008: Entry Instructions

General Information
Race Date: 
Sunday 9th November 2008
Start Location: 
Pukete Boat Ramp (access road through Pukete Farm Park Equestrian Centre access road (not riding school), Pukete Road, at the north end of Hamilton on the west bank of the Waikato River 

Finish Location:
The riverbank pergola south of the Bridge Street Bridge, on Grantham Street, Hamilton.

Accommodation: 
There is a wide range of motels and hotels in central and north Hamilton. 

Pre-Race Dinner:    The Waikato Rowing Club will host a pre race dinner at a Restaurant in the center of town. Last year it was held at Le Dome, and was a great success.

                                 Please indicate on the application form how many of your crew are interested in participating in this dinner. Details of the function will be notified once numbers are known. It will be on a pay as you go basis.
Rules: 
The race will generally be governed by the New Zealand Rowing Association Inc (NZRA) Rules of Racing, Environment Waikato Navigation Safety Bylaw 2002 and the NZRA Water Safety Code, September 2004 (Consent 116358).  Other craft such as surf boats and waka ama wishing seek dispensation from the Regatta Secretary to substitute more relevant racing and safety guidance should advise the Regatta Secretary along with the application of the proposed substitute rules and any special requirements for race arrangements.  The Waikato Rowing Club Inc reserves the right to alter the programme and race arrangements as it sees fit.


The event is not a classification regatta within the rules of the NZRA.
Boat Storage: 
Trailers will be parked on a first come, first served basis. Trailer parking will become available on Sunday  9th November 2008 at 7:00am at Pukete boat ramp.  Trailers should be moved to the finish area at Grantham Street as soon as possible.

Following racing, crews must move clear the finish line as soon as possible and leave the water without disrupting racing and immediately rack their boats as directed at the furthest rack available at Grantham Street to avoid congestion at the finish line.

Special Needs: 
Please advise the regatta secretary of any special needs regarding services for handicapped assistance.

Risks:
Entries are accepted on the basis that those racing understand and accept the nature and risks of rowing on a river, are in good health, will not put themselves or others at risk of harm, and will follow event staff instructions. 

No Liability:
The Waikato Rowing Club Inc reminds rowing clubs and rowers that while every care is taken by regatta officials and event staff to ensure that the event is conducted safely, fairly and efficiently it is the responsibility of each club and its rowers to ensure compliance with the race rules, and to ensure that they conduct their rowing and associated activities safely.

It is a condition of entry that every club and participant accepts that no liability in tort or otherwise howsoever shall attach to the Waikato Rowing Club Inc. or New Zealand Rowing Association Inc. for any harm or injury, loss or damage of any nature, including (by way of example only) damage to equipment or injury to persons incurred in the course of or connected with this event in any way, regardless of whether any error, omission, wrongdoing, oversight, carelessness or other wrongful act may, on the part of any regatta official or other person associated with the event or the Waikato Rowing Club Inc. or New Zealand Rowing Association Inc. may be established.


Entry Information
Entry Forms: 
All crews must complete a separate entry form (attached). All entries must be submitted by Friday, 31 October 2008. There will be no limit to number of boats.
Entry Fees: 
The entry fee is $20/rower ($160/eight)  including GST. The Waikato Rowing Club is not responsible for races cancelled due to inclement weather. There will be no refunds. Mail regatta fees with entry forms to: 

Waikato Rowing Club Inc

PO Box 1106

Hamilton 2015
Make checks payable to Waikato Rowing Club.   

Race Information
The course: 
The course is approximately 8km upstream.  The current ranges in speed from 1.3m/s to 0.64m/s. This current speed can slow a rowing boat down by 1.5km/ph over the length of a race. Refer to the sketch map below.
Race type:
The race will be held as a time trial.  An elite crew will be in the first start to set a benchmark for other crews to judge themselves against.
Categories:
There will be awards for each crew with the fastest finishing time in the categories of:
	· Club Men
	· Club Women

	· School Boys
	· School Girls

	· Masters Men
	· Masters Women

	· Surf Boat Men
	· Surf Boat Women

	· Corporate Men
	· Corporate Women



Mixed crews will also be accepted and assigned a race category.

Seeding: 
Crews should provide an estimated time for completion so that the order for the start can be arranged to encourage close racing.  
Starts 
The starts will controlled as rolling starts in grids 3 wide of up to 12 boats, with each rank of 3 boats starting at 2 – 3 minute intervals.  The start line will be the jetty at the Pukete Pedestrian Bridge, approximately 2km upstream of the Pukete boatramp.  The start sequence and structure may vary but is expected to be: 
	Category
	Launch/Assembly
	Approximate Start time

	1. Club Men
	10.45am
	11.10am

	2. Club Women
	10.20am
	10.50am

	3. School Boys
	10.30am
	11.00am

	4. School Girls
	 9.45am
	10.20am

	5. Masters Men
	10.10am
	10.40am

	6. Masters Women
	 9.30am
	10.10am

	7. Surf Boat
	 9.30am sharp
	10.00am sharp (first off)

	8. Corporate
	 9.55am
	10.30am




If there are sufficient mixed crews, an additional category will be established. 

Team check-in: 
Your crew may check in at any time on Sunday morning at the information table from approximately 7:00am to 9.00am. 
Coaches and coxswains meeting: The race briefing meeting will be held on  Sunday, 9 November 2008 at 8.45am at the marquee/information table at Pukete boat ramp. Coaches and coxswains from every crew must attend the race briefing meeting for information on river and course hazards, and start procedures.
Weigh-ins: 
There will be no weigh-ins for coxswains.
Bow numbers: 
Bow numbers for each boat will be required and will be available from the information desk for a deposit of $5. No racing shell will be allowed to race or practice without a bow ball.
Calling events: 
Crews will be called to launch by the dock-master. First call will be 40 minutes prior to the race time. No crews will be allowed on the water before first call or for additional practice on the day of the race.  Competitors must be within hailing distance of the chief referee within 15 minutes of start time.
Number of entries: Each event must have a minimum of 2 entries to constitute a race and we will have a maximum of 18 boats per race. There will be a limit on the number of entries.
 Boats on the River:   No boats shall be rowed to the start after 8am on the day as this will conflict with  

                                    another Rowing event. This will apply to motorboats as well.   

            Prizegiving:  There will be a prizegiving at the Marquee by the Waikato Rowing Club commencing at 1 pm. There will be refreshments and food available at all times from race start till around 3pm. 
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