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HEAD OF THE WAIKATO –8th  and 9th  of November 2008

Information and Entry Forms
Concept:

The Head of the Waikato is a premier two-day river rowing event intended exclusively for secondary school top eights. (Composite Crews permissible). This year we have combined the event with another river race, namely the Waikato River Challenge. Whilst this will not affect our race format, there will be a great deal more boats on the river this year. 
This year school crews may consider bringing additional crews for :

i. Te Awamutu Regatta to be held at Karapiro on Sat 8th November 2008

ii. Waikato River Challenge to be held in conjunction with Head of Waikato on Sunday 9th November.
River racing traditionally hasn’t been a part of the domestic rowing scene in New Zealand. The phenomenal success of the Gallagher Great Race inspired the inception of a New Zealand Secondary School river racing event. Whilst previously this event has been held at the conclusion of school exams in early December, it is felt that the timing of the event has not suited a number of schools, not to mention that is has clashed with the Bennett Shield Regatta in Auckland. To this end we have moved the date of the event.(see date above). This occurs at a time when school crews will be focusing on longer distances and the Head of the Waikato provides an excellent testing ground for your crew’s endurance. We believe the event and its altered dates works in perfectly with the current season’s program.

2005 saw the inaugural event get off the ground and, because of the short timeframe, consisted only of local schools. 2006 saw more crews involved with local schools Hamilton Boys (19:27mins) and Waikato Dio (23:01mins) taking home top honors. 2007 saw further crews involved, including two crews from Auckland Grammar. The intention for 2008 and beyond is that the Head of the Waikato grows to become a major rowing event within New Zealand’s domestic regatta calendar. The concept within this country is unique, exciting and offers competitors something very different from the flat water 2000m racing to which we have become so accustomed.
Local Crew knowledge.
One of the comments that has filtered back to the race organizers is that local crews enjoy too much home advantage on the Waikato River. It is our intention to reduce that advantage to a bare minimum, as the idea is to create some competitive racing, not just a platform for local crews to shine. To that end, a course map is currently being modified and will be sent to all crews that express interest. Coxes and crews will be further invited to travel the river, with experienced “locals” as much as they like before the racing. We do not wish crews to feel disadvantaged in any way and would welcome any further comments or suggestions.
Race Format: 



Rules of the Race are attached.

Day One: crews will time trial over the full race distance of 5.5 km. The race course is upstream. Each crew’s time will then determine where they will be seeded or ranked. Once everyone has time trialed and the seeding is complete, crews will be sorted into A.B.C etc finals based on those times. Each final will have only two boats racing head to head. 

Day Two: A coin will be tossed to determine which crew in each final gets which station (East or West Bank of the River). The head to head races will then commence in reverse order leaving boys and girls “A” finals until last. 
	Saturday 8th Nov
	Sunday 9th Nov

	1030 hours
	Coxes orientation
	0830- 1030 hours
	Finals begin

	1300-1700  hours
	Timetrials commence
	1030-1200 hours
	Waikato River Challenge

	1900 hours
	Dinner for crews 
	1200-1300 hours
	Boys and Girls A Finals


Provisional TimeTable

Prizes

Together with beautifully handcrafted Trophies and uniquely handcrafted miniature oar medals, this year we will have some major spot prizes that will be awarded at the Saturday evening Dinner

Accommodation  (cost per crew of 10 is $180.00)
Accommodation is provided for all out of town crews at Narrows Park, 7km south of Hamilton. Bed and Breakfast will be provided for 9 crew plus coach. Participants will be required to bring towels and sleeping bags.

Dinner and Entry

All crews are invited to dinner on Saturday night. This will be held in the St. Paul’s Dining Room. There will be a Guest Speaker and Mystery Game.  The cost of this dinner is built into the entry fee of $275.00 per Crew, Cox and Coach. Cheques to be made out to the Waikato Rowing Association and posted to Chris Foot, Private Bag 3069, Hamilton. Cheques should accompany entry form. Whilst final crew entries can be submitted up to 1st November 2008, we need accommodation figures and an indication that you will be sending a crew by the end of the first week of next term, ie 17th October 2008.
In summary:

Please adhere to the following dates:

1. 17th October 2008. Indicate in writing that you will be sending crew and confirm whether accommodation is required. (as per Form A below)

2. 1st November 2008. Final Crew names and positions supplied. (as per Form B below)

If you do have any queries please do not hesitate in contacting Chris Foot on 021 2758500 or Email: c.foot@stpauls.school.nz 

Kind regards

Chris Foot

Head Coach, St. Paul’s  Collegiate School, Hamilton
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