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HEAD OF THE WAIKATO –28th  and 29th  of November 2009
Information and Entry Forms
Concept:

The Head of the Waikato is a premier two-day river rowing event intended exclusively for secondary school top eights. This year we are also introducing a quadruple sculls river race!
River racing traditionally hasn’t been a part of the domestic rowing scene in New Zealand. The phenomenal success of the Gallagher Great Race inspired the inception of a New Zealand Secondary School river racing event. This event occurs at a time when school crews will be focusing on longer distances and the Head of the Waikato provides an excellent testing ground for your crew’s endurance. 

2005 saw the inaugural event get off the ground and, because of the short timeframe, consisted only of local schools. 2006 saw more crews involved with local schools Hamilton Boys (19:27mins) and Waikato Dio (23:01mins) taking home top honors. 2007 saw further crews involved, including two crews from Auckland Grammar. 2008 became a ‘contest royale’ between local Hamilton crews. The intention for 2009 and beyond is that the Head of the Waikato grows to become a major rowing event within New Zealand’s domestic regatta calendar. The concept within this country is unique, exciting and offers competitors something very different from the flat water 2000m racing to which we have become so accustomed.
Local Crew knowledge.
One of the comments that has filtered back to the race organizers is that local crews enjoy too much home advantage on the Waikato River. It is our intention to reduce that advantage to a bare minimum, as the idea is to create some competitive racing, not just a platform for local crews to shine. To that end, a course map is supplied.. Coxes and crews will be further invited to travel the river, with experienced “locals” as much as they like before the racing. We do not wish crews to feel disadvantaged in any way and would welcome any further comments or suggestions. This year Ross Tong (who is the coach for the University of Waikato Great Race men’s crew) has made himself available to talk with any visiting schools about the course. 
Race Format: 



Rules of the Race are attached.

Day One: crews will time trial over the full race distance of 5.5 km. (Quads will be 3.5km).The race course is upstream. Each crew’s time will then determine where they will be seeded or ranked. Once everyone has time trialed and the seeding is complete, crews will be sorted into A.B.C etc finals based on those times. Each final will have only two boats racing head to head. 

Day Two: A coin will be tossed to determine which crew in each final gets which station (East or West Bank of the River). The head to head races will then commence in reverse order leaving boys and girls “A” finals until last. 
	Saturday 28th Nov
	Sunday 29th Nov

	1030 hours
	Coxes orientation
	0930- 1030 hours
	Quad Finals begin

	1300-1700  hours
	Time trials commence
	1030-1130 hours
	Eights Finals begin

	1900 hours
	Dinner for crews 
	
	


Provisional TimeTable

Prizes

Together with beautifully handcrafted Trophies and uniquely handcrafted miniature oar medals, this year we will have some spot prizes that will be awarded at the Prizegiving on the Sunday
Accommodation  
Out of town schools will be billeted with Hamilton schools, please indicate if you require accommodation on your entry form. Please let us know before 16th November 2009.
Dinner and Entry

All crews are invited to dinner on Saturday night. This will be held in the St. Paul’s Dining Room. There will be a Guest Speaker and Mystery Game.  The cost of this dinner is built into the entry fee of $275.00 per Eight, Cox and Coach and $137.50 per quad. Cheques to be made out to the Waikato Rowing Association and posted to Chris Foot, Private Bag 3069, Hamilton. Cheques should accompany entry forms. Final crew entries can be submitted up to 16th November 2009.
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In summary:


Entries: Schools may enter one or two Eights and/or one quad.
16th November 2009. Final Crew names and positions supplied. (as per Form A and B below)
If you do have any queries please do not hesitate in contacting Chris Foot on 021 2758500 or Email: c.foot@stpauls.school.nz 

Kind regards

Chris Foot

Head Coach, St. Paul’s  Collegiate School, Hamilton

FORM A- Eights 
	HEAD OF THE WAIKATO – Entry Form

	

	School Rowing Club
	 
	 
	 

	Coach
	 
	 
	 

	Coach Email
	 
	 
	 

	Coach Mobile
	 
	 
	 

	Entry Fee enclosed? 
	 
	 
	 275.00 per crew

	Accommodation Fee Enclosed?
	Out of town schools will be billeted. 
	
	

	Total Enclosed
	
	
	

	 
	Name
	License No.
	 

	Coxswain
	 
	 
	 

	8
	 
	 
	 

	7
	 
	 
	 

	6
	 
	 
	 

	5
	 
	 
	 

	4
	 
	 
	 

	3
	 
	 
	 

	2
	 
	 
	 

	1
	 
	 
	 

	Email entries to Chris Foot; c.foot@stpauls.school.nz by 16/11/09
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FORM B- Quads 
	HEAD OF THE WAIKATO – Entry Form

	

	School Rowing Club
	 
	 
	 

	Coach
	 
	 
	 

	Coach Email
	 
	 
	 

	Coach Mobile
	 
	 
	 

	Entry Fee enclosed? 
	 
	 
	 137.50 per crew

	Accommodation Fee Enclosed?
	Out of town schools will be billeted. 
	
	

	Total Enclosed
	
	
	

	 
	Name
	License No.
	 

	Coxswain
	 
	 
	 

	4
	 
	 
	 

	3
	 
	 
	 

	2
	 
	 
	 

	1
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General Comments:


The race is upstream, into the current. The strongest current is in the centre of the river. 


The best water is on the edges, close to the banks. 


Coxswains should beware floating logs, branches etc


Once through the Railway bridge, the West Bank, ie on the cox’s right or bow side, is the slowest water





Railway Bridge: Crews must pass through centre








Boundary Road Bridge Crews must pass through centre











     Start for Quads!





�
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The Head of the Waikato River Race 2009. 


Course Map





Start – just beyond St. Paul’s Boatshed.





Fairfield Bridge: Crews must pass through centre





FINISH just past bridge and opposite white Gazebo








