TE AWAMUTU ROWING CLUB REGATTA

Lake Karapiro 

7 November 2009
CONDITIONS

1) THE REGATTA

This Regatta will be held at Lake Karapiro and it is a one-day Regatta.   Racing will start at 8.00am on Saturday 7th November 2009.   The course is a still water, straight course without lanes.   There will be a maximum of 8 crews per race.    The distance of the Masters’ events and Under 15/Novice events (Events 2 & 12) will be approx. 1000m.   All other events will be over 2000m. 

2) GENERALLY
The Regatta will be conducted in accordance with the Rules of Racing and Regulations for Regattas of Rowing New Zealand (RNZ) as modified by the Te Awamutu Rowing Club in these conditions or by the Chief Umpire in exceptional circumstances in the interests of safety and/or fair competition.

3) RESPONSIBILITY FOR SAFETY AND FITNESS:


a) Each rower (includes coxswains) participating in this regatta is primarily responsible to ensure that his /her boat is in a safe condition to go on to the water and that his or her crew is also fit to race.   Any concerns about safety or fitness are to be brought immediately to the attention of the responsible official of that rower’s club or school prior to the crew taking to the water;

b) Club and School officials are responsible for every crew from their club/school and specifically (1) that each crew’s boat is safe to go on to the water and (2) that the rowers are also fit to race.   This responsibility requires particular attention in respect of age group, novice and school crews; 

c) Any continuing concerns as to safety and fitness are to be brought to the attention of the Chief Umpire prior to the crew taking to the water.

4) WATER TRAFFIC RULES:  

a) The traffic rules for training and racing are as displayed at the Marshal’s hut.   The traffic rules must be strictly complied with.

b) During racing, all crews must proceed to the start as directed and remain outside the course at all times until called in for the start of that crew’s race.  

c) No crew may cross the course except at the start when called in to race or as specifically directed by an official.  

d) Crews must be down by the Start at least five minutes before the scheduled start time of their race.or as directed by the Marshal.  The race may start up to 2 minutes before the start time without reference to absentees.

5) NUMBERS:  All boats must carry a bow number indicating the LANE number as shown in the programme.     Crews without a number may not be allowed to start.  The number must be placed on the boat so as to be read from the Judges’ side of the course at the finish (i.e. the stroke or port side of the boat).

6) COXSWAINS

a) Minimum weight 55kgs in racing uniform with a maximum of 20 Kgs dead weight permitted to make up weight;   

b) It is the responsibility of each crew to ensure that its coxswain makes weight for each race;

c) A coxswain may be check-weighed at any time which will include any dead-weight carried;

d) Dead weight to be secured together or contained so that it is clearly identifiable as dead weight.   Spanners and other tools are not acceptable as dead weight;

e) Coxswains are not to wear unsuitable clothing such as heavy cotton or woollen clothing (e.g. jeans, sweaters or sweatshirts).   They are to wear suitable clothing that will keep them warm if they become wet (e.g. poly-props, polar fleeces etc) and which will not weigh them down in the water.

f) Life jackets – coxswains must wear an approved life jacket, appropriate for their size and weight, and outside all other clothing.   Life jackets shall be in good condition and have the manufacturer’s label and certification intact.    Self-inflating or automatic-inflating life-jackets are not acceptable 

g) If any coxswain (with any required dead weight) is found to be under weight, the crew will be relegated to last place in that race.

7) BOAT SAFETY
It is a matter of prime importance that all boats must be in a safe condition for rowing.   Each crew is primarily responsible for ensuring that their boat is safe for rowing.   The following are minimum standards:

a) All boats must have an appropriate bow ball;

b) Rowers’ shoes must be fitted with effective individual heel-restraints (maximum 50 mm travel) and laced (where applicable) so that the feet can still be easily pulled free without use of hands;

c) Boats with a bow-placed coxswain must have a firm platform (bulkhead) within easy reach of that coxswain’s feet when sitting upright to enable the coxswain to push against if an emergency exit is required.   If the coxswain cannot easily reach the bulkhead while sitting upright then suitable packing is to be used 

8) CELL PHONES and OTHER COMMUNICATION DEVICES

No cell phones, radio telephones or any other electronic communication devices capable of receiving a communication from anyone outside the boat are permitted to be carried in a boat whether switched on or off.
9) CLASSIFICATION OF ROWERS
As defined by Rule 12 of the RNZ Rules of Racing (see Schedule)
10) COMPOSITE CREWS: 

a) Composite crews comprising rowers from Clubs within the same Local Association may be entered only in quadruple sculls and eights events in all classes BUT ONLY with the prior written approval of the relevant Local Association

b) Composite crews comprising rowers in Clubs from more than one Local Association may be entered in any Premier event (except the Premier coxed four) AND any under 21 events BUT ONLY with the prior written approval of the relevant Local Associations

c) The relevant approvals must be submitted with the entry form. 

d) Regional Performance Centre (RPC) Crews
In line with paragraph 6 of Rowing New Zealand’s guidelines for the operation of RPC crews, all RPC crews are deemed (1) composite crews for the purpose of this regatta and (2) to have the relevant prior written approval for each rower from that rower’s local association.   RPC crews are eligible to row only in U21 and premier class events in this regatta.

11) DIVISIONS
 Races may be run in divisions where there are more than eight entries.

12) SCRATCHINGS 

Scratchings for all events must be lodged with the Regatta Secretary by 7.30am on Saturday 7th November 2009.

13) SUBSTITUTIONS  
Substitutions as permitted under the Rowing New Zealand Rules of Racing and must be submitted to the secretary before the start of the race.

14) RACE STRUCTURE 
The Race Committee reserves the right to alter the published programme. 

15) REMINDER

Every care will be taken by the Te Awamutu Rowing Club Inc and the Regatta Officials to ensure that the Regatta is conducted safely, fairly and efficiently.   However, it is the individual responsibility of each rower and club/school official to ensure that these rules are complied with, that the rowers conduct themselves in a safe manner, and that the directions of the officials are followed. 

16) DISCLAIMER  
No responsibility or liability of any kind for loss or damage arising out of the conduct of the regatta shall attach to any of the organisers of the regatta or any of the regatta officials.

17) STATUS
This Regatta is not a classification Regatta within the Rules of the New Zealand Rowing Inc.

18) ENTRIES 
CLOSE 1 November 2009
a) Entries must be received on the entry form accompanying these conditions by the closing date

b) Entry fees:

i) Eights

 $28 (Masters = $16)

ii) Fours and Quads
 $18 (Masters & Under 15/Novice Fours Events 2 & 12 = $9)

iii) Pairs & Doubles
 $12 (Masters = $6)

iv) Singles

 $12 (Masters = $6)

c) PAYMENT IS TO ACCOMPANY THESE ENTRIES OR BE SENT IMMEDIATELY IF ENTRIES ARE SUBMITTED BY EMAIL OR FAX 
Wendy Reynolds – Regatta Secretary

TE AWAMUTU ROWING CLUB INC

P.O. BOX 187

TE AWAMUTU

07 871 3947 (H) 
07 871 8711 (W) 



Fax: 07 871 5768 or email wendy@rhapsodyfurniture.co.nz 

SCHEDULE

RULE 12 - CLASSIFICATION OF ROWERS (EXCLUDING COXSWAINS):

1 
A Season - A season commences on the day following the last day of the New Zealand Championships in each year and ends on last day of the New Zealand Championships in the next year.

2 
Classification - Men and Women rowers are classified according to 

(a) gender, 

(b) ability, and where applicable 

(c) age, 

(d) weight.  

Classification by gender, by age or by weight shall not be affected by classification according to ability.

2.1 Classification according to gender - All crews and races shall be limited to members of one gender except for the coxswain who may be of either gender.

2.2 2.2 Classification according to ability -

A. Novice class –

1. A Novice Rower is:

a. a rower who has not raced in any of the nominated  regattas in  a previous season:

Nominated regattas are:

i. Provincial championships

ii. Karapiro 1 and 2

iii. Jury Cup

iv. Head of the Harbour

v. NI, SI and National championships

vi. NI, SI and National Secondary School Championships

b. a rower who has raced in not more than one non-nominated regatta (eg University Regattas, Lake Pupuke, Blue Lakes) in a previous season

2. Clubs are required to check eligibility against this Rule rigorously before submitting entries.

3. Classification progression will be effective at the end of the National Championships.

B. Club class -

(a)


(i) 
A rower who has not won an Under 21 or Lightweight classification race in a previous season or who has not attained Senior or Premier class in a previous season.

(ii) 
A rower who has not competed in a New Zealand representative in any New Zealand Junior Crew or Youth Olympic Crew, or in any New Zealand Academy crew, New Zealand Development crew or other similar New Zealand representative crew as may be defined by the Domestic Rowing Commission.

(b)
A rower, who has been regraded to Club class and who elects to compete in another classification either by ability or by weight, may not also compete in Club class at the same regatta.

C. Senior class -

(a)


(i) 
A rower who has not won a Premier class classification race in a previous season, or who has not been placed first in a Senior class classification race in two previous seasons or who has not otherwise previously attained Premier class.

(ii)
A rower who has not competed as a New Zealand representative at a FISA World Cup regatta, FISA World Rowing Championships, FISA World Under 23 Championships or the Olympic Games.

(b)


(i).
A rower who by definition shall be ineligible to compete in a lower class classification race according to ability shall be deemed to have attained Senior class.

(ii) 
A Senior class rower who has not been placed first, second or third in either a Senior or Premier class classification race and who has not competed as a New Zealand representative or otherwise as defined in Rules 12.2.2 B (a) (ii) and 12.2.2.C (a) (ii), for two consecutive seasons, shall, on application, be regraded to Club class.

D. Premier class -

(a)
All rowers shall be eligible to row in the Premier class.

(b)


(i)
A rower who by definition shall be ineligible to compete in a lower class classification race according to ability shall be deemed to have attained Premier class.

(ii) 
A Premier class rower who has not been placed first, second or third in a Premier class classification race and has not represented New Zealand in a FISA World Cup regatta, FISA World Rowing Championships, FISA World Under 23 Championships or the Olympic Games, for two consecutive seasons, shall, on application, be regraded to Senior class.

2.3    Classification according to age -

A. 
In all age group events rowers must produce verification of age by producing a birth certificate if called upon.

(a) The reference date is 1 January in the year of the regatta

(b) A rower may row in an age limited event if they are under the specified age limit on the 1st of January in the year of the regatta -  i.e.  a rower can compete in an Under 19 or Under 21  event if they are under the age of 19 or 21 on the 1st of January in the year of the regatta …

(c) Masters class - A rower over the age of 27 who is not competing in Senior or Premier class events. Mixed crew events may be held ….  The athlete’s age is the age that he or she attains in the year of the regatta

B. 
Other age classification races for lower age groups may be held at local regattas using the same principle of determining the age classification as for the Under 19 class.

3 
Classification progression will be effective after the day immediately following the New Zealand Championships each year. Rowers may continue in their existing classification until this date except in the case of rowers attaining Senior or Premier class pursuant to Rules 12.2.2 B. (a) (ii) and 12.2.2 C. (a) (ii) whose progression will be effective immediately.

4 
Classification gained in unrestricted weight races shall apply to the classification of the lightweight class. i.e. A rower who has gained a senior or premier class classification according to ability in heavyweight competition cannot compete in a lower class in lightweight competition.

5 
Classification won in accordance with NZRA Rules of Racing is automatic.

6 
The Domestic Rowing Commission (has the) power to re-classify a rower after examination of the circumstances by the Local Association. All applications for reclassification or confirmation of status should  be submitted in writing by the Club on behalf of the rower to the Local Association before 1 November each season.  Local Associations, having made their decisions, must refer the details of the applications and their decisions to the Domestic Rowing Commission for endorsement before 30 November in the same season.”

